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The Fighting 311th

e e =i

The story ol a smoothly func-

on, the steady push from the
Huertgen Forest through the
Ruhr Pockel. Personal experi-
onces of Timberwolves, some
who stood and some who fell.

Edivor's wore: One (o the Hmlted space which
this marrative is nocessarily allotted, the story
of the Timberwolves in combat carnot do justice
1o every baltle, or wwdl which participated. It
was very difilculd (v determing which aetions
Wwere oufstanding, or Gm‘rlmm' move Impartant,
which were iypical. - We usked alot of peomle
what they thought--poople who were thereaud
their answers weee Varied.  However, the names
of  Kesteriich, Schmidt, Dedenborn, Honme!,
Beael and Wappertal acanired o repititions
sound; we dectded that the capture of these
fowns, and others like them, are typical lor the
uggressive action displayed by Timberwolves
theee, wed feature them o the story on thyse
PIKEs.

Cils tn the Nuertgen Forest fought the weather
o cwell an the Krants Tl most significant

statement of the day was, “It shouldn’t happen
10 0 dog”. Overshoes were fssucd Just prior o
Fhunksgiving Doy, und the doughs were thank-
Iul,  yel, oo practical way, they wished that
they had more to bethunkinl for,

11 was cold The snow was deep, Dvershocs
lelped, but wirm  weather wonld hiave suited
wveryomn better. Leather mitts—those special
Jobs with the trigger fiuger sot were ynbestrd
of a8 yet. Guard duty was freanent und of
lengthy periods, of necessity, and soldiers came
Off duty with their overconts frozen stil ss
boneds, wnd lands and feet b with the cold.

[nitkally, events were very much routine, The
viviston fanded o the continent in Novemibor,
dragged their cquipment to  trucks  which
inoved fromt port Le Havre (o Duclalr, in Nor-
mandy, [owas ranog ey, und muaddy, The
nekd movement, by hoxsar, was closér W the
frant. At Pinge, Belgin, the rumble of ar-
tillery was distinct; there were flashes o the
sky ml night.  The 31ith becdme 90 Army
Reseive

On Dlecember Bl he regitnent conybiyed o
Jagerhnus, Chermany.  Blackont was steictly
enforced en route, anti-alreruft guns were
unthned. Radio silence wos maintaimed, and no
rest lalts were peemitied. War was claser,

The A0th rolieved the Tdth Infantry Regimint,
established a CP* in Jagerhaus, and assumod
responsibility lor defense of the town at mid-
mighet. Light mortar and wrdlieey tro lell i the
yeutor, and aboit the thne the inltlation becune &
deadly, fmmiline thing, CP reports made mention

that twi ME-< 0 (Qgrian fightor wlegral()
sirafed headunarters, s mt one was shot
dawm

Mg Johm Soldman ol Mem campuny was e
sy e of the regment Billed by anveny fire

In (he blackness of 5300 hours, Decomber 13,
e 31 Begatt to push determinedly throngh

the Smaut dilested woods, There wert Josses
becanse the forest was oaded with boaby traos
und anti-personme] mines, und when & O un-
wittingly set oif a tripflare, iy eutice platoon
stoos] frozen o the glare, sweuting onl the
artilery, mortars . aed small arns Hoe which
always cnme

On Chnstmas Day, whide bolth enemy  and
allied aircraft circled In tuntative  formations
over the forest bhaitiegrounds,” the 11 got &
tickey dimner, They they want back o il
patroling, tothe endless, tedious task of Jortl
Tyting defenses, and minmg tank  approaches
Anti-girceaft dofenses wore increased, and anti
tunk guns acquired, There was always patroling
Wways cotustant vighhince

Phrowugh the muntd of January, the AU
romained jn positions throughout Lammersdord,
Stiunorath, Panstenbach, Hickorath, and part
of Kesternlel, and held communding  grmnd
around’ these towns, Osders were (0 hold and
improve. these positions. On Janmary Mth (he
ontire Timberwolf Regiment fumpod off In a
large scalo offensive, which was entirgly sue-
cessful, resulting In the capture of two O,
towns, Huppenbrolch, and Kesterphadi us woll
as three thousand vards of groamd

Zero hour was G531 Plc Ray Vallie. bazooks
man who fought through Kesternich with Ensy
comuiny, describes (e scene lactually, briskly
"Wo atayed i1 @ low bouses at the edge of town
until we hemped off,  The artillery was rough,
und W hind 10 go thoagh & mine feld. abont
JO0 yards of Hat, opes gronnd  Fortunately
st 0f (e nines wyre froxen In the gromd
and wouddn't trip. About the third house we
enconntered, we were pinned down by machine
gun fire, and hud 1o lay m the snow for alinest
an hour, il the tanks came up. They fired in
(he Botses where the kraut machine guns  were
s we conltl allvance.  \We advanced, sestem)-
<ully, and took the homses. First the  tunks
wonld' fire o couple romnds 1nto the buitldings,
then 1000 or three snot i< rush o hoose and
cheat 1% W‘S\l

Aboof wn docidont wliél 'l wover lorgel
Vallie relates, "The sqund was holed pp v 2
hotse on' theodge of town Saipers and bazoo-
las wore firing a1 us from agross the ficld,
Irom houses some distance away. | was on n
L‘lk' of hay looking thraogh u hole thal hud been

mocked fnthe wall, 1o see whal was golng on
fust then a keunt tmzonka dct fooke, and Nt

aboul & loot above the Bole,  The concussion
hnocked we oif anto tw Hoor. 1 couldn't hear
for o lomg fine, and my bead felf as hig as a
baree] ..”

T4 Heory Orogory, Mg compeny. 2nd Ba
temembers that as he was driving down the
road, the Jerries suddenly opened up with 3
wrritic mortar barrage: From the side of the
road, m » culvert, Oregory sweated out the
intensivyg shelliog mtil 1 Jet up. But as He
started (0 get up, @i e SUnse———@ certity
mysteniois something told hom o stay pul,
He hesitated —amd saw o shell Tt directly on
the Tood of Wiy leep.

It Sturs and Stripes Froes)  Leser re-
lotes, "When the Infuntry started to shug IU's
way through Kesternich, the village had 112
fhouses.  Witen they finivhed, not a single honse
was intuct,  Within almost every building, Cer-

wans were hidden from st to cellor.  The
fighnme was rough, und the Second B "Wolf
Cubs® of the 311l Inl, woren't taking aty sddi-
tional chumees in the town they lad aleeady
wickmimed "Little Aschen'

“Sao, after batthing their way down the main
street {0 the far ond of town in the face of fixed
Naz guns, cunting the town off, und sctting up
pertmetor defenses, they started to whack the
1oatses off one by one,

“Ist Ly Joseph Khimkiewwz lad prepared u
s of the village, 10 which cach hoose was
urmhered

"Rado-carrymg  miantrymen moved i on
each house. When they cleaned out one, they’d
move ot to the peal. Ax they went on, they'd
rudio buck (he number of the nest house o the
tanks und urififery on the edge of the town, and
the higger gnos wonld dust i off before the
doughs started In.  The radiosman combination
wits alih wsed fo repart the location of wonnded
back to the medics, so that they wasted hite
timw miresching their side

Light mortar and artillery fire fell in the sector. . ."



"And there were plenty f casiualtios wi Ke-
stervdeh during the jumbled two-day baille. A
number of the men were evacouted witl their
gloves frozen tight to thelr mumbed Jards

“Antong the bittle's eulsodes was e story
of & squad Jeader whn was wonnded slightly the
furss day tf refused 10 be evacuated, Fe was
e firsl man ol lis squod i evory losse,
Kisocking out prachine-g gests and iy e
MIRETS

“Finally, on the second day he Stormed &
Lose, 1hrew open the door, and was hit by a
MG bt Wike falling, he eomtied & clip from
lmdMI Into the Nezl gunibery, sitonced (he nest—
an

1o Col Richurd Keyes, of Houston, thy 'Old
Man® was g with tis mes. When the radio
contact with the tanks falled and ome wis
poeded 10 blas) w Bouse, he ran out intg the
blazing tuttle, Jumped on tog of o tunk wmd di-
rocted 1t fuw MO o the lokse

“Ihey there was Sgt Hugh Moody, an 18-year
e b M Arey, whon led bis plateon Bito
vyery voom inevery house - He saw a badly
scuted Cermun with o tullot hioke in his arm,
How did you get here bellowed Moody. 1
Just clused you out of ope lipuse”  One report
wrediled Moody with 30 dead Jerries, hut it was
ET 10 tell, with overyone in the ontiil throwiog

“The origmal spearhiead thay broko through
(e town nnd didi’s stop dtil |1 ciune o (he
uther side wiss led by br LU Clyde Triven, ol
Reading, Ol e ot hrough with only tliree
men, T°5ge, J, © Careny, of Goitman,: Oa:, T/
Sgt Bmor Parmitton, from Alahama, and Ist Lt

*Just then & krau! bazooka let loose,
and hlt about a foot abeve the hole.”

Eari Coburo, whe hived oenr Pitdurghe Trivett
asstmeld conimand of what was left of Fosy
cotnpny e next day

“Easy had it the diktiest of all the comy Tlra
n the attack,  When thiey lnlsbed, and the lust
tw 0 losses had beed knocked out by the artil-
lery, . . . thett job fiad heett done  'Liltle
Aachen' was mare completely demolished thas
g Aachen  And the 781 was within srrikiog
distancy of the Roer River”

The caplitro w) he Roor Rivar towi Dodon-
bioryl, wins mv.um‘rllah(d by the st Batiulow
Tl town was only tn wiiles from Kesternich,

aceons the Koo, but the river, swollon with
nelting snows, win 2 haxardous, raging (oirent

Chianrfie compuny sturted aceoss.  Among 1ho
Tirst o lind on the other shiore was Plo Alvin
. Luster, Guthrie, Okbshoma, who said, “he'd
never forget the :1§m aof those men shoping
in the wator und wildly splashing to keop from
drowning, sor the spurty of water Jimping o
(he. et uy they stood there belpless— bullets
tracing the men untl) thelr heuds disupmeared
vindder the rapidly. moving stresm',

Ton olllcers and  (rey-four enisted nen
made the crossing, then took Dedetiborn,  Some
had ooly knlves und grenades for weapons,
thetr rifles bost i ihe Koer.

ey stormed Dedentany, rosted o battalion
of the enemy, then dug In and walted tor thelr
roliet. As one G put it, “1f the Jorries b known
how many Hhore were ] us, they conld lmve
easly countered and we would bave been hurt-
ing. Bt as it was, we all went in shootiny, , . -
made alot of uoise and drave theni out 1

’ . ’

Pebruary Ath: The 311t Timberwoll Regi
went pushied east from Kestornich toward Ruhe-
berg. Rubrbers (8 Jocated on w kuoll b the
Roor Yulley,  Timborwalves fmped pif shortly
after midnight, and as Infantry anhs fangoed
thelr way into (own resistanco was spasmodic,
the Uertriny defenders beaten buck tn street und
Homse-tostiouse ighiting. . With' the ture ol
Rubrberg, Schoidl bocam the next objestive
Schunidt and the Schwammenanc! Dany

Plo Willem Reser, from Cincmmats, Ohio,
et lor the It platoon of Fox campany.
describes (he weathet that dav as "very
poor——wet snd maddy*.

<chmiidt had Beeis attacked twice hefore bl
wover wdd.Thi town Tay o Wgh zeanad miedh
of Rulirberg, noar tie river, and o mile and a
Bl below wax the matn strategic objective. fhe
Schwmmmeniel ared

I elose cotiedinstunl with the 310th and
N0, the Timberwolves waded 1o, The udvance
of the reginwent tirough the Hnal ootposts of
the Stwgiried line was heing onactod, On tanks,
g Tintberwoll nniv began fighting o town, b
AT Hre beld up the advance.  They hopped (
the tanks, went on ulone. Owhor imits
onhe omskires, In e fiedds aml woods

The dam was poxt. A fammoth, leavily
tarfibed structure, constricted in 1934, (he dum
is 15 feot in hoight  Relnforced concrete sup-
ports 4 five<iered varthen stalycase more than
1000 feot Uiek al the base, 11 was un important
objective because | the enemy chase (0 blow
W, aver 20 hillion gallons of water woithd cmcade
i o devastating muss upon aliied Veoops,

[However, after safely running aniliery, mor-
tar, and sporadic small amus fire, the 30G4rd
Engineers declarel (he dom safe.  Coreful fi-
spection revesled that the Oermans hid opene
the perstock tunnel, blown i tiridge acmss the
sluiceway, and demolished the confrol liouses.
Deyplte this, and the fact (it water now
Nowed througl the penatock, tere was no
danger of Hood - The witer level of the Roer
rose, Dut slowly, satoly

. . .

(a the 2ith o l‘chnmrm e reghmemt was
dircered to estublish .w hridzebead for the
crossing of the remainder of the division. The
eoyvemetl ey the pext day with the Ist Batia-
o Beseling,

e e Pattalion crossed vest, then the Snd,
foth nnder hoavy artillery ot mortar sheliing,
Ihe river crossing. was  effected n)  severnl
poluts, heavy trocks and eampment crossing o
Nidh und fonl el crossitg 4 Tastly
comstrieted heidee at Zerkall, 1Ewos o Struc-
wire dncapable of stpportitg mare than Nghi
vohickes and troops

sy and rabble m the sireets of Nidoggen
slowed wnd Nurussed (he tanks and tank
dostrayvers

The 200rd Euglneers, Company C, curriod
Al the privcipte i hon o !
ond muintatming the Nideggen-Abenden: Hansen
WKoud, and the rod soufl) to PBarg

Hausen was stubbornly delended; lad 10 be
cleared of Qorman soldiers by siteet aud house-
lo-house Hghting, & style of cambuel bittedly L
il to St dangls

My Huusen, and Helnbauh secured by the
Ist’ Battalion, the natiure of combat changed,
Now the 311th Jooked to the Khine, and an
caser e of IL

O Maurclt 7, (e Tinberwolves became
attached to the 9 Armored Division,  The 9th
tad  socured @ hiidgehead across the Rhine
River, and was Jo desperate need of reinforce-
monts, so the 314 belt His postlons, oo ordet uf
the cummanding geacral of the 9t Aomored,
and mived 0 croes the river,  First Battalion
100k the Jend. followed by the thied and (he se-
cond e [tmberwolt Regiment was tho first
Reghmunt weross the Rhine, of Remagen, Four
Infantey Battalione had proviously crossed: 2nd

ho, A10U Int, 2ad b AT (ol st two hattes
tions ul Arminred nfaniry, one of them the 0Oth,

The kst Battablon left the Ludendorf Ieidge
and momediately  went  Wito an attack upon
Hidstor, whire 1 overcanme resistunce consisting
mostly of direct fire from anfiairoratt wee-
pons. Next jumpoft was to Jlomwl  Re-
siance i this  tows  wasx probably the
feaviest that was ever ancountered by the
bartalion, hut by night the sonili portlon of the
town was cleared. Meanwirfle the third battalion
clenred Schouren und moved on toward Rhom-

Here resistunce was sHff, hur the

towil wis In Amecican bands by nlghtiall
With Fox company. e Rewtor descnbes’ the

pethun Just ouwtside of: Hormef : “The oufiy (ls

hrielthoach,






